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Don’t Forget To Be Awesome 

Passing Part One 
 
1. A. On pages 7-8, Irene wonders if the woman staring at her recognizes that she’s 

black. What is she worried about?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. What does this worry suggest that Irene values/cares about? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C. What does this lead you to think about Irene? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2. A. Reconstruct as best you can how Clare starts to “pass.” Pay particular attention to 

what happens after her father dies and how she meets her husband. (Chapter Two) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Why does Clare “pass”? Find two or more quotations from the novel to support 
your thinking.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Name: ___________________________________ Date: ____________________ Period: ___ 

Don’t Forget To Be Awesome 

3. Why doesn’t Irene tell John Bellew that Clare is black? (Chapter Three) 
 
 
 
 
 
4. A. What are Irene’s feelings about Clare “passing”? Find one or more quotations 

from the novel to support your thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B. Why might Irene feel that way?  
 
 
 

 
 

 
5. What is Clare’s attitude toward “passing”? Find one or more quotations from the 

novel to support your thinking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


